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affording a solution to many problems exercising their minds.
On the northern boundary of India, the traditions of amity
subsisting for a century past with her neighbour, Nepal, h2ve
found a happy issue in a treaty signed at Khatmandu in
December last, which is a legitimate cause of satisfaction to
both the parties.

ANGLO-AFGHAN RELATIONS

Beyond the North-West Frontier, India has another neighbour
closely connected with her.   The relations of India with the
kingdom of Afghanistan are conducted by His Majesty's Govern-
ment, and, as you are aware, a treaty of neighbourly relations
exists between the two Governments.    I have read assertions
recently in the Press that these relations have been strained.
There have been allegations, on the one hand of the entertain-
ment   of   aggressive   feelings   towards   Afghanistan   by   His
Majesty's Government, and on the other hand of an unreason-
able attitude on the part of that country.    Our relations with
Afghanistan, as I have said, are in the charge of His Majesty's
Government, but there has been speculation in the Indian Press
regarding these rumours, and considerations of propinquity and
past intimate associations evoke a warm solicitude in India for
the welfare of Afghanistan and for the maintenance of relations
of amity.   It is right, in order to remove misconception in India,
that I should state that these rumours as to the alleged inten-
tion  of His Majesty's Government are without foundation.
Certain questions have, however, been under discussion between
His Majesty's Government and Afghanistan.   Those discussions
are now nearing a satisfactory solution.   The discussions had
their origin in outrages, notably those at Barshore and Spinchilla,
committed on our frontier by Wazirs domiciled in Afghanistan.
They were complicated by the execution of these outrages from
a base in Afghanistan and by the removal of loot to Afghan
territory.   In some cases, also, the perpetrators were deserters
from British Indian militia units, who had found employment
in Afghanistan.   The raids were serious in their results.    In
addition to private losses, four British officers and eighty-one
Indian sepoys of our regular militia Indian units lost their lives.
Subsequent to these events, two Afghan subjects murdered two
unanned British officers near Landi Kotal and fled to Afghanistan,
where they were arrested by the order of their Government, but
later escaped from custody.   Meanwhile the members of the
Kohat gang, who were not Afghan subjects, the men who had